
     Jesus is alive. That’s the Breaking News headline for the story 
of Easter. 
     We can be grateful that the Bible reports the good news of the 
resurrection for us, because you won’t find this story in any of the 
other publications of the day. As far as the official writings of the 
era are concerned, there is nothing particularly newsworthy about 
the first Easter morning. It’s a day like any other: criminals are 
being crucified, uprisings are being squelched, businessmen are 
bribing politicians, the poor are being ignored, and the iron fist of 
the Pax Romana is keeping everything under a kind of heavy-
handed control. For the average resident of Jerusalem, the day of 
resurrection is the typical. It isn’t a big news day for anyone out-
side the small circle of disciples. 
     You have to wonder if the same can be said today. Is Easter a 
big news day, or a day like any other?  Easter is about good news 
is trumping bad news, and we want the world to know it. The good 
news is that Jesus is alive, and he is waiting for us in the future. 
That’s a story too big to be overshadowed by reports of death and 
disaster, injury and illness, corruption and conflict. When Jesus is 
raised, he actually succeeds in putting death to death. He smashes 
the status quo, and turns the tables on those who see violence and 
corruption and disease and destruction as unchanging constants in 
the world that we live in. When Jesus leaves the empty tomb, all 
bets are off and all expectations shattered. He races ahead of us 
into the future that he is planning for us, and he invites us to follow 
him in the direction he is going.  At the core of the Christian mes-
sage is the “gospel” of Jesus Christ. That is to say, our faith is all 
about gospel — good news.  Easter is a call not only to celebrate 
the good news, but to now be the good news.    See you Sunday! 
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In consideration of those with chemical sensitivity, we request all 

worshippers to refrain from wearing any scented products including 
perfumes, cologne, aftershave, hairspray and other strong fragrances. 

Thank you!" 

Enrich your spiritual 
journey—join us for                   

Holy Week and Easter 
Worship! 

April 9, 2009 

April 10, 2009 



Young Adult            
Ministry 

Join us for our Bible study on Hebrews on 
Sunday, April 19. We meet in the Family  
Ministry Room, 10:30-11:10 am.                
No advance reading is required. 
 
The Young Adults’ service activity on    
Saturday, March 28 resulted in the paint-
ing and organizing of the Family Ministry 
Room where they meet for Bible study. 
 
 If you have any questions or ideas for the 
Young Adults ministry, please contact:  

Lisa (lisasteck@gmail.com)  
or Rebecca (rsg1107@aol.com). 

 

Martha’s Table 
 
We have the wonderful opportunity 
to serve dinner to the homeless 
through Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.  
 
On the third Saturday of every month, a 
group of volunteers serves soup, sand-
wiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of 
men, women, and 
children out of a 
mobile soup 
kitchen van                 
provided by 
Martha’s Table.  
 
Please prayerfully consider committing 
three hours of your time in the upcoming 
months. If you are already participating in 
this ministry, spread the word to your 
friends and co-workers about your experi-
ence. In addition to members of our CELC 
community, we’ve also had co-workers and 
friends join us. 
 
We carpool from Christ Lutheran, 
leaving the church no later than 4:00 pm and 
returning sometime around 7:00 pm. We 
meet in the small parking lot off of Glen-
brook Road, on the side of the church build-
ing. 
 
Steve North is a trained driver; 
please consider becoming a backup 
driver for us. We also need you to ride along 
and help serve the food. Please sign up on 
the Service Opportunities bulletin board in 
the narthex or contact Steve North
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com). 



The CELC               
Community invites 

you to 
A Baby Shower 

Honoring 
Carter Scott  

 
Son of Richard and Michell Czypinski 

Sunday, May 3, 2009 
12:30-2:30 pm 

Hospitality Room at CELC 
Carter was born Thursday,                         

March 12, 2009 
10:02 am  

Carter weighed in at 6 lbs, 6 oz;                          
19.5 inches. 

Michell and Richard are registered at Bed, 
Bath & Beyond; Target; and               Ba-

bies R Us. 
Men, women, and children of all ages are 
welcome to enjoy lunch and spend time 

with Richard, Michell, and Carter. 

Children, Youth, and 
Family Ministry 
Easter Celebration 

Children ages 3-11—join us on Easter 
Sunday, April 12, at 10:20 am, after the 
first worship service. We will gather up-
stairs in the larger Sunday school class-
room for 
something a little different this year. 
We will hear the Easter story and learn 
all about Resurrection Eggs! We will 
also have a party, complete with cake, 
celebrating the Good News of Jesus’ 
resurrection and 
his love for us! 
If you have any questions, please con-
tact Laura North, minister of children 
and families,  in the church    office at 
301-652-5160 or by email at 
laura@heartmindsoul.com. 



Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…   
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Ch rist Jesus…)(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Ch rist Jesus…)   
 

· Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism) 

· Connecting with other believers (fellowship) 
· Growing in faith (discipleship) 

· Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (ser vice) 
· Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (wors hip) 

Children, Youth and Family Ministry  

Godly Play 

     Godly Play teaches elementary aged children the art of using religious lan-
guage—parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical action—helping them be-
come more fully aware of the mystery of God’s presence in their lives. 
      Godly Play is an approach of faith formation and spiritual direction for 
children that is rooted in the liturgical practice of the Christian faith.  It en-
courages the child’s journey of becoming aware of God’s presence and the 
acquisition of religious language.  Godly Play is inspired by Biblical storytel-
ling and the Montessori method of education, as interpreted by author, teacher 
and Episcopal priest, Jerome W. Berryman. 
     Godly Play is patterned after worship, with two teachers guiding each ses-
sion, making time for the children to enter the space and be greeted; to get 
ready for the presentation; to enter into a presentation based on a parable, sa-
cred story or liturgical action; to respond to the presentation through shared 

wondering; to respond to the presentation with their own work, 
either expressive art or with the lesson materials; to prepare and 
share a feast; to say goodbye and leave the space. 
     Deborah and Dave Lambert will begin sharing Godly Play 
with our older elementary school aged children in January. 
Please contact Laura North, minister of children and families, if 
you have any questions. 

     

You are invited to participate in the fun-filled (and frequently educa-
tional) Fink sessions every Sunday morning from 10:20 to 11:00 in the 
sanctuary. We are just starting a series on the Life of Jesus. We will be 
covering the Last Commandment, Passion, Resurrection and the Great 
Commission. We have fun using music, game shows, skits, PowerPoint 
presentations, and more to open dialogues about faith in a dynamic 
way. If your age is between 11 and 111 and you desire to grow, you 
meet the qualifications to join us on Sundays and become a Fink. If you 
have any questions, contact Steve North 
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com). 

Pathfinders 
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Please join us for Pathfinders, 
our Sunday morning adventure 
for kids ages 3-11. We gather at 
10:20 upstairs 
for a time of 
singing, sharing, 
and learning all 
about Jesus’ 
love for us! 
 
If you have any questions about 
CELC’s Family Ministry, please 
contact Laura North, minister of 
children and families, in the 
church office at 301-652-5160 or 
by email at 
laura@heartmindsoul.com. 
The Connection 7 

FINK 



Small Group Ministries  

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dy-
namic Sunday morning experience 
for those wishing to learn, experi-
ence the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in 
the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiri-
tual, nurturing, and supportive fel-

lowship. Sundays, 10:15 
am in The Upper Room. 
Contact Larry Goolsby 
(goolsbycl@comcast.net; 
301-946-6479)  

 
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —
Anyone from 11 to 111. Bibli-
cal/interactive teaching with brain-
based teaching and changes to the 
heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the 
Sanctuary. Contact Steve North 
(steve@sycamore.us; 301-871-
8161) 

 
“Questions of Life” —A course on 
Christianity for new, returning, and 
mature believers, with prayer, a 
DVD/workbook, discussion, fel-
lowship and a meal. Contact Flor-
ence Heacock (301-452-2491;  

flohea@heartmindsoul.com). 

 

“Women’s Recovery Group” —A  
12-step, Christian recovery minis-
try based on the Beatitudes 
that uses eight principles 
as well as fellowship and 
God’s healing power to 
help heal hurts and over-
come personal defects and replace 
them with life’s abundance. Sun-
day nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The Up-
per Room. Contact: Florence Hea-
cock (flohea@heartmindsoul; 301-

“The Table Ministry”—1st Cen-
tury table experience, around the 
Table of Christ. Build genuine 
friendships in and out of CELC, 
grow spiritually on every day ba-
sis, and respond to the needs of 
others. Three-session series, with 
meal, in Host Homes. Contact: 
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; 

flohea@heartmindsoul.com) 

 
“Men’s Master Builders” meets 
for breakfast and in-depth Bible 
study with a focus on men’s issues 
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd  
Saturdays of the month in the Hos-
pitality Room. Contact Steve Peth 
(sptopeka@earthlink.net; 301-564-
1232) or Tim Bradley (301-977-
0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com) 

 
“Young Adults” 
meet for  
dinner, prayer, 
fellowship, Bible 
study, fun, laugh-
ter, Rob Bell 

DVDs. Contact Richard Czypinski 
(richard@ heartmindsoul.com or 
Lisa Stechschulte 

Reasons to Join a Small Group: 

· You will understand the Bible better in a small group. 

· You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family. 

· Prayer will become more meaningful to you. 

· You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better. 
· You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and 

work associates. 

· You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had! 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and joys, 
while applying Biblical  principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and par-
ticipants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small 
Groups are spiritual  communities where life transformation occurs through the love and Word of God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

(lisasteck@gmail.com) 

 
“THRIVE” for women seeking in-
depth Bible study, meets Septem-
ber-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturdays of each month. 
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna 
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 
301-571-0050)  

 
“Martha Circle,”  a Bible study 
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Mary Merrick 
(301-571-7212) 

 
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study 
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 
7:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month. Contact: Alice Daniel 
(301-949-4688) 

 
Prayer Room I is open for prayer 
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.  
Prayer Room II is open for prayer 
throughout the week. Contact  

 



�

Hello CELC partners, 
 
Happy spring! The children at our centers have 
thoroughly enjoyed the beautiful weather of late. 

 
In my last report I mentioned our Open House at 
our Preschool Center and the Joyous Home here at 
8011 Old Georgetown Road. It was quite a suc-
cess.  
 
The Joyous Home was buzzing with parents from 
literally the time it started to a bit past the time it 
was set to end. The parents were impressed with 
the nice environment that’s been created for our 
infants and toddlers. To date, our infant program is 
full and we are enrolling in our toddler program. 
The Preschool Center did have a good turnout as 
reported by Ms. Leonor and Ms. Eloma. We 
gained a family as a result; Sophia is set to start in 
June. Her baby brother will join her in the Fall. 

 
Our next Open House for our Preschool Center 
and Joy Home is scheduled for Friday, April 17th. 
Our Wilson Lane center will be showcased to 
families on Friday, May 15th. I’m looking forward 
to continuing to grow our wonderful program! 

 
Speaking of our program, our summer program is 
going to be awesome! If you or someone you 
know is looking for a great camp this summer 
please refer them to us! 
 

Until we “meet” again… blessings! 
Sylvia �

�����������	
���

Guiding Star  
Child Development Center 

Summer Camp Plan 2009   
 
Water, Water Everywhere — 

park, water play 

 
How Does Your Garden Grow?—
Park, water play 

 
Down on the Farm—farm/apple or-
chard, water play 

 

Bake Me Some Bread—bakery, water play 

 
America the Beautiful—park, water 
play 

 
Down by the Bay—Rock Creek Park 
Nature  Center, water play 

 
Be Clean, Be Green!—Whole Foods, 
Water play 

 

Let’s Have Some Fruit—picnic in the park,  water play 

 

Be a True Friend—park, water play 

 

Let’s go to China!—Chinese garden, water play 

 

Let’s go to Mexico!—Guapos, water play 

 
When We All Work Together!—Pizza Hut,                 
water play 



 
 
 
Dear One Supporter, 
 
Last week, we delivered our petition with your signatures asking President Obama to advocate for developing 
countries at the G20 Summit in London. The summit concluded Thursday, and I’m happy to share some good 
news. 
 
The final G20 communiqué addresses the need to tackle global poverty as part of a comprehensive approach to 
dealing with the global recession. I know ONE members will have to continue working hard to turn those 
words into reality, but the early signs coming out of the G20 Summit provide hope and cautious optimism. 
Highlights include: 
 
Resources: The G20 announced US $50 billion for low-income countries—although we are concerned this in-
cludes existing funding—and a further US $100 billion in lending for development banks. 
Reform: Developing countries will have some greater representation in the international financial institutions, 
and election to World Bank/IMF leadership will be based on merit. 
Regulation: The G20 announced they will take action to regulate tax havens that deny important revenue to 
developing countries. 
 
Our own Virginia Simmons was at the G20, blogging about the summit and historic efforts ONE joined to help 
bring more voices from the developing world to this critical meeting. You can read her in-depth coverage here: 
http://www.one.org/r?r=185&id=897-3259276-UFyGk6x&t=1 
 
G20 countries also re-affirmed their commitment to the Millennium Development Goals and the poverty-
fighting commitments made at the 2005 Gleneagles G8 Summit. 
 
Coming out of this summit, we need to work to ensure that money going to developing countries is given as 
grants, not loans that trigger another debt crisis. Also, much more needs to be done on the green agenda in the 
interests of developing countries at the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen later this year. 
But before we move on, I want to thank you for helping make it happen. This past week alone, you’ve won a 
big budget victory – the first in a long process – restoring $4 billion that funds anti-poverty programs, and 
helped encourage President Obama to show leadership on global poverty. At the summit, he said: "We are pro-
tecting those who don’t always have a voice at the G20, but who have suffered greatly in this crisis. The 
United States is ready to lead in this endeavor." 
 
These are important achievements, and I hope you are as proud of them as I am. 
Thank you for your voice, 
Josh Peck, ONE.org 
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IN AND AROUND CELC 
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church  
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