
 
What is a miracle?  The Merriam Webster dictionary  defini-
tion is: an extraordinary event manifesting divine interven-
tion in human affairs; an extremely outstanding or unusual 
event, thing, or accomplishment. 

 
How do we know when we are in miracle territory?  Leonard 
Sweet reviews several biblical stories about extraordinary 
events manifesting divine intervention.   “Victory for Joshua 
took place not when the walls of Jericho came tumbling 
down. The real victory occurred when Joshua believed, as 
incredible as it seemed, that God would do something great 
that day. The moment Joshua took that first step 
around Jericho, and blew that first horn, the battle had al-
ready been won. The rest was commentary. The victory for 
David was not when he slew the giant Goliath. The real vic-
tory for David was the miracle of faith. The moment David 
took that first step down into that valley, and expressed his 
faith in God's promise with his feet, the victory was won. 
The rest was commentary. The miracle of Peter's walking on 
water was not how far he got without sinking. The real mira-
cle occurred when Peter lifted his leg over the side of the 
boat and stepped out into the deep unknown. That step was 
the miracle of faith. The rest was commentary.” 

 
The true miracle in this Sundays text from Acts 10 is the 
miracle of faith. Faith is not trusting God to get something or 
do something. Faith is trusting God when there is nothing 
left to get or do. A verse in John reads: "This is the victory 
that overcomes the world, even our faith." Faith is the vic-
tory. When will the church come over to the victory side? 
For those who have faith, the battle is already over, the vic-
tory won. All that remains is commentary on what has al-
ready taken place. Victory is believing God enough to step 
out in faith. 
 
How do we recognize whether we are displaying faith or 
merely maintaining a hopeful belief? Join us Sunday and 
discover more about the miracle of faith.  

        See you Sunday. 

Thought for the Week Ahead:  To believe 
with  certainty, we often begin with 
doubting.   
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In consideration of those with chemical sensitivity, we request all 
worshippers to refrain from wearing any scented products including 
perfumes, cologne, aftershave, hairspray and other strong fragrances. 

Thank you!" 

Calendar Reminders 
The first Synod Young Adult Conference  will be 
held Saturday, May 30  from 12:30-5:30 p.m. and 

is intended to begin a 
conversation among 
Metro DC congrega-
tions about who young 
adults are and how   
congregations can   
connect with them. The 
conference will feature 
a panel of young adults, 
some of whom attend 
church and others who 

do not, a presentation on the Millennial genera-
tion, workshops, and time for questions and con-
versation. Contact the Rev. Amy Thompson 
Sevimli with questions via email or at 202-822-
1901.   More information about young adult       
ministry in the Metro DC Synod is also available 
at:www.dcyoungadults.org  

 

Saturday, May 16 - CELC Spring Retreat at Mar-Lu-
Ridge , 8:30 to 1:30 - This retreat is for everyone, no 
matter where you are in your spiritual journey and 
no matter where you are with prayer - from those 
for whom prayer comes often 
and easily, to those who have 
great difficulty and discomfort 
with it.   

 

Sunday May 10, 2009 



Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…   
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Ch rist Jesus…)(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Ch rist Jesus…)   
 

· Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism) 

· Connecting with other believers (fellowship) 
· Growing in faith (discipleship) 

· Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (ser vice) 
· Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (wors hip) 

Children, Youth and Family Ministry  

Godly Play 

     Godly Play teaches elementary aged children the art of using religious lan-
guage—parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical action—helping them be-
come more fully aware of the mystery of God’s presence in their lives. 
      Godly Play is an approach of faith formation and spiritual direction for 
children that is rooted in the liturgical practice of the Christian faith.  It en-
courages the child’s journey of becoming aware of God’s presence and the 
acquisition of religious language.  Godly Play is inspired by Biblical storytel-
ling and the Montessori method of education, as interpreted by author, teacher 
and Episcopal priest, Jerome W. Berryman. 
     Godly Play is patterned after worship, with two teachers guiding each ses-
sion, making time for the children to enter the space and be greeted; to get 
ready for the presentation; to enter into a presentation based on a parable, sa-
cred story or liturgical action; to respond to the presentation through shared 

wondering; to respond to the presentation with their own work, 
either expressive art or with the lesson materials; to prepare and 
share a feast; to say goodbye and leave the space. 
     Deborah and Dave Lambert will begin sharing Godly Play 
with our older elementary school aged children in January. 
Please contact Laura North, minister of children and families, if 
you have any questions. 

     

You are invited to participate in the fun-filled (and frequently educa-
tional) Fink sessions every Sunday morning from 10:20 to 11:00 in the 
sanctuary. We are just starting a series on the Life of Jesus. We will be 
covering the Last Commandment, Passion, Resurrection and the Great 
Commission. We have fun using music, game shows, skits, PowerPoint 
presentations, and more to open dialogues about faith in a dynamic 
way. If your age is between 11 and 111 and you desire to grow, you 
meet the qualifications to join us on Sundays and become a Fink. If you 
have any questions, contact Steve North 
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com). 

Pathfinders 
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Please join us for Pathfinders, 
our Sunday morning adventure 
for kids ages 3-11. We gather at 
10:20 upstairs 
for a time of 
singing, sharing, 
and learning all 
about Jesus’ 
love for us! 
 
If you have any questions about 
CELC’s Family Ministry, please 
contact Laura North, minister of 
children and families, in the 
church office at 301-652-5160 or 
by email at 
laura@heartmindsoul.com. 
The Connection 7 

FINK 



Small Group Ministries  

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dy-
namic Sunday morning experience 
for those wishing to learn, experi-
ence the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in 
the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiri-
tual, nurturing, and supportive fel-

lowship. Sundays, 10:15 
am in The Upper Room. 
Contact Larry Goolsby 
(goolsbycl@comcast.net; 
301-946-6479)  

 
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —
Anyone from 11 to 111. Bibli-
cal/interactive teaching with brain-
based teaching and changes to the 
heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the 
Sanctuary. Contact Steve North 
(steve@sycamore.us; 301-871-
8161) 

 
“Questions of Life” —A course on 
Christianity for new, returning, and 
mature believers, with prayer, a 
DVD/workbook, discussion, fel-
lowship and a meal. Contact Flor-
ence Heacock (301-452-2491;  

flohea@heartmindsoul.com). 

 

“Women’s Recovery Group” —A  
12-step, Christian recovery minis-
try based on the Beatitudes 
that uses eight principles 
as well as fellowship and 
God’s healing power to 
help heal hurts and over-
come personal defects and replace 
them with life’s abundance. Sun-
day nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The Up-
per Room. Contact: Florence Hea-
cock (flohea@heartmindsoul; 301-

“The Table Ministry”—1st Cen-
tury table experience, around the 
Table of Christ. Build genuine 
friendships in and out of CELC, 
grow spiritually on every day ba-
sis, and respond to the needs of 
others. Three-session series, with 
meal, in Host Homes. Contact: 
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; 

flohea@heartmindsoul.com) 

 
“Men’s Master Builders” meets 
for breakfast and in-depth Bible 
study with a focus on men’s issues 
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd  
Saturdays of the month in the Hos-
pitality Room. Contact Steve Peth 
(sptopeka@earthlink.net; 301-564-
1232) or Tim Bradley (301-977-
0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com) 

 
“Young Adults” 
meet for  
dinner, prayer, 
fellowship, Bible 
study, fun, laugh-
ter, Rob Bell 

DVDs. Contact Richard Czypinski 
(richard@ heartmindsoul.com or 
Lisa Stechschulte 

Reasons to Join a Small Group: 

· You will understand the Bible better in a small group. 

· You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family. 

· Prayer will become more meaningful to you. 

· You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better. 
· You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and 

work associates. 

· You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had! 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and joys, 
while applying Biblical  principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and par-
ticipants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small 
Groups are spiritual  communities where life transformation occurs through the love and Word of God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

(lisasteck@gmail.com) 

 
“THRIVE” for women seeking in-
depth Bible study, meets Septem-
ber-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturdays of each month. 
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna 
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 
301-571-0050)  

 
“Martha Circle,”  a Bible study 
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Mary Merrick 
(301-571-7212) 

 
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study 
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 
7:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month. Contact: Alice Daniel 
(301-949-4688) 

 
Prayer Room I is open for prayer 
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.  
Prayer Room II is open for prayer 
throughout the week. Contact  
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Hello CELC partners, 
 
Happy spring! The children at our centers have 
thoroughly enjoyed the beautiful weather of late. 

 
In my last report I mentioned our Open House at 
our Preschool Center and the Joyous Home here at 
8011 Old Georgetown Road. It was quite a suc-
cess.  
 
The Joyous Home was buzzing with parents from 
literally the time it started to a bit past the time it 
was set to end. The parents were impressed with 
the nice environment that’s been created for our 
infants and toddlers. To date, our infant program is 
full and we are enrolling in our toddler program. 
The Preschool Center did have a good turnout as 
reported by Ms. Leonor and Ms. Eloma. We 
gained a family as a result; Sophia is set to start in 
June. Her baby brother will join her in the Fall. 

 
Our next Open House for our Preschool Center 
and Joy Home is scheduled for Friday, April 17th. 
Our Wilson Lane center will be showcased to 
families on Friday, May 15th. I’m looking forward 
to continuing to grow our wonderful program! 

 
Speaking of our program, our summer program is 
going to be awesome! If you or someone you 
know is looking for a great camp this summer 
please refer them to us! 
 

Until we “meet” again… blessings! 
Sylvia �
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Guiding Star  
Child Development Center 

Summer Camp Plan 2009   
 
Water, Water Everywhere — 

park, water play 

 
How Does Your Garden Grow?—
Park, water play 

 
Down on the Farm—farm/apple or-
chard, water play 

 

Bake Me Some Bread—bakery, water play 

 
America the Beautiful—park, water 
play 

 
Down by the Bay—Rock Creek Park 
Nature  Center, water play 

 
Be Clean, Be Green!—Whole Foods, 
Water play 

 

Let’s Have Some Fruit—picnic in the park,  water play 

 

Be a True Friend—park, water play 

 

Let’s go to China!—Chinese garden, water play 

 

Let’s go to Mexico!—Guapos, water play 

 
When We All Work Together!—Pizza Hut,                 
water play 



Dear One Supporter, 
 
American anti-poverty efforts save lives in the developing world every 
day, funding AIDS drugs and anti-malarial bed nets. Our commitment to 
development makes it possible for farmers to improve their yields, and 
for more children to go to school, breaking cycles of hunger and poverty. 

But the current foreign assistance act governing this s ystem was 
written in 1961 to address Cold War problems and it ’s ready for an 
overhaul.  It’s time to start crafting a new foreign assistance act that will 
lead to more transparency and accountability, better communication and 
coordination between aid agencies such as USAID, the Peace Corps, 
PEPFAR and the Millennium Challenge Corporation, and better coop-
eration with other countries. The result will be that every dollar spent will 
go even further to support the best ideas for ending global poverty and 
preventable disease. 

Congressman Howard Berman (D-CA) and Mark Kirk (R-IL) have intro-
duced a bill that will begin the long process of updating the system. The 
bill is called the Initiating Foreign Aid Reform Act, and it’s the first step of 
many in reforming how we do development work. By directing the presi-
dent to write a new strategy, successful passage of the Berman-Kirk bill will move us closer to our goal of bring-
ing development into the 21st century. 

Next week, the House Foreign Affairs Committee will  consider this critical bill and before they do, we  
need to make sure it has broad support , by getting as many members of Congress as possible to sign-on as 
co-sponsors. 

Please call your representative, Roscoe Bartlett at  the number below and ask him to co-sponsor HR. 
2139, the Initiating Foreign Aid Reform Act. You can visit our call action page by clicking the link below for 
tips, talking points and an instructional video. 

http://www.one.org/call/oneoffs/index_49.html?tg=FH MD_06&cp_id=49&id=957-3259276-ddm9Pmx&t=2  

Call now: 

Congressman Roscoe Bartlett 
Phone: 202-225-2721  

Then, please report your call by clicking here: 

http://www.one.org/call/oneoffs/index_49.html?tg=FH MD_06&cp_id=49&id=957-3259276-ddm9Pmx&t=3  

Thank you for your voice, 

Josh Peck, ONE.org 
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IN AND AROUND CELC 
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church  
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