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2 Corinthians: 12:2-10

Sunday July 5 I

Thought for the Week Ahead:Liberty is
always dangerous -- but it is the safest thing
we have. -Harry Emerson Fosdick
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In consideration of those with chemical sensitivity, eguest all
worshippers to refrain from wearing any scented prodactading
perfumes, cologne, aftershave, hairspray and other stragigirces.

Thank you!"

Paul was a leader who took direct action in the midgt
divisive and disruptive behavior in the start up churchj
was a pull-no-punches letter writer to the problenf
Corinthian church. Paul never sidestepped hard issup:
shrank from painful confrontations.
Yet, this strong direct apostle had a thorn that hindgr
hurt, and humbled him. This thorn reminded Paul th

was also a child of Christ weak and helpless. He dea

pendent wholly on the Lord for strength and support. G

ally it dawned on Paul that his much-hated affliction &g
source of spiritual strength and a symbol of God's strgn
to others.
Paul had his own personal encounter with the powerla
person of the risen Christ, and had preached Christ crdifi
far and wide. But it took his own experience with weakrje
his own thorn, to finally and fully realize that God's poy
is made perfect in weakness (verse 9). It was then thd{ |
learned not only to accept his thorn, but to use that thejt
a throne to grace. See you Sunday.
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Small Group Ministries

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people shanethoughts, feelings, struggles, and jo
while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Smalt@ips grow in trusting relationships, and par
ticipants agree what is shared will remain confidémtmal differences of opinions are respected. Sm

)

Groups are spiritual communities where life transformatimpurs through the love and Word of Go

Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships wiih pé¢ople.

o

Small Groups
“Learn., Laugh. Love"

“Challenging Lifestyles™—A dy-
namic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experi-
ence the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiri-
tual, nurturing, and supportive fel-
: &£ lowship. Sundays, 10:15

4 am in The Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)

“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —

Anyone from 11 to 111. Bibli-
callinteractive teaching with brain-
based teaching and changes to the
heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the
Sanctuary. Contact Steve North
(steve@sycamore.us; 301-871-
8161)

“Questions of Life”—A course on
Christianity for new, returning, and
mature believers, with prayer, a
DVD/workbook, discussion, fel-
lowship and a meal. Contact Flor-
ence Heacock (301-452-2491;

flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

“Women'’s Recovery Group™—

12-step, Christian recovery minis-
try based on the Beatitudgy :
that uses eight principles §
as well as fellowship and EPRE
God's healing power to  ¥/1\)
help heal hurts and over-

come personal defects and replace
them with life’s abundance. Sun-
day nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The Up-
per Room. Contact: Florence Hea-
cock (flohea@heartmindsoul; 301-

“The Table Ministry"—1st Cen-
tury table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day ba-
sis, and respond to the needs of
others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;

flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“Men’s Master Builders” meets

for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd

Saturdays of the month in the Hos-
pitality Room. Contact Steve Peth
(sptopeka@earthlink.net; 301-564-
1232) or Tim Bradley (301-977-
0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)

“Young Adults”
. 28" meet for
=4 dinner, prayer,
fellowship, Bible
study, fun, laugh-
ter, Rob Bell
DVDs. Contact Richard Czypinski
(richard@ heartmindsoul.com or
Lisa Stechschulte

(lisasteck@gmail.com)

“THRIVE” for women seeking in-
depth Bible study, meets Septem-
ber-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)

“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary Merrick
(301-571-7212)

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
7:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month. Contact: Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

Prayer Room | is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room Il is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact

Reasons to Join a Small Group:

You will understand the Bible better in a small group.

You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.

Prayer will become more meaningful to you.

You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, aresstbetter.
You will have a natural way to share Christ with fdeprelatives, and

work associates.

You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!




Dear One Supporter,

Please click the link below to send an urgent messa  ge to your senators. Ask them to make sure the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee fully-funds the president’s request for a $1.36 billion investment in

smart, targeted global agricultural investments that will stop hunger in its tracks. _
Help build global momentum

http://www.one.org/us/ag09/0.pl?id=1035-3259276-0fD amax&t=2 to end hunger by asking the
authors of the State-Foreign
Operations appropriations
Your message to Senators Benjamin Cardin and Barbara Mikulski: bill, Senator Patrick Leahy or
Senator Judd Gregg, o
support full-funding for the
President's request for $1.36
billion in global agricultural
development funding.

Help build global momentum to end hunger by asking the authors of the State-Foreign
Operations appropriations bill, Senator Patrick Leahy or Senator Judd Gregg, to support
full-funding for the President’s request for $1.36 billion in global agricultural development
funding.

Your senators need to hear from you now, because ne  xt week, the Senate will END THI SSAC
make critical decisions on funding for poverty-figh ting initiatives. At the same time,

Barack Obama and other major world leaders will gather in Italy for the G8 Summit,
where they will decide how to respond to sky-rocketing food prices that have already
pushed 100 million more people into poverty, caused widespread hunger, and destabilized countries around the world.
Unfortunately, the House of Representatives has mad e cuts to President Obama’s budget request for glob  al agricul-
tural funding. If we can convince the senate to reverse those cuts, it will generate tremendous pressure on other world lead-
ers to make similar life-saving investments.

http://www.one.org/us/ag09/0.pl?id=1035-3259276-0fD amax&t=3

The need is staggering. The number of hungry people in the world is on the rise, from 915 million in 2008 to 1 billion in
2009. Last year, more than 140,000 ONE members called on  the G8 to take emergency action to combat the globa |
hunger crisis and to invest in agriculture. The U.S. and other G8 nations responded with emergency aid and now, Presi-
dent Obama is seeking longer-term solutions to help the world’s poorest people grow more food and stop the spread of hun-
ger. But he needs the Senate’s help, and that won't happen unless we make our voices heard.

http://www.one.org/us/ag09/0.pl?id=1035-3259276-0fD _amax&t=4

The urgency is clear and in the face of escalating hunger, the current global response is nhowhere near sufficient. In the
1980s, 18% of development assistance went to agricu  Itural development , helping small farmers in the developing world
— a majority of them women — grow more food and even lift their families out of poverty. Today, that investment has

dropped sharply to less than 4%.

Together, we can reverse that dangerous downward trend and make sure last year’s devastating food crisis never happens
again.

Click below to take action and ask your senators to invest in global agriculture a nd challenge the rest of the world to
address the root causes of hunger.

http://www.one.org/us/ag09/0.pl?id=1035-3259276-0fD _amax&t=5

Thank you,

Tom Hart



IN AND AROUND CELC
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