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Service 
In 1 Thessalonians 2:7b-12 Paul 
describes himself and other               
missionaries in the language of 
mother/nurse and father. What act 
of service could you offer another 
that fills the role of mother, nurse, or 
father? Give it a try. 
 
Rituals and Traditions 
The Apostle Paul encourages fellow 
Christians to greet each other with a 
holy kiss (see 1 Corinthians 16:20). 
Find an appropriate gesture (fore 
example, hand shake with the 
words “Peace be with you”) with 
which to greet a fellow 
 
 
Read (Another option): Pages 26-
42; chapter 3, “Principle 1—The  
Relational Church Frog: Faith is 
formed through personal, trusted 
relationships.” 
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Theme : Faith is formed by the power 
of the Holy Spirit through personal, 
trusted relationships—often in our own 
homes. 
 
Faith is a gift from God. In the New 
Testament it is the Holy Spirit who 

empowers people to 
believe. The question 
is, “How does the Holy 
Spirit work in people’s 
lives to receive the 
message of Jesus 
Christ with faith, with a 
believing heart?” The 
evidence is clear in the 

New Testament as well as 
in contemporary experiences that  
people in face-to-face contacts share 
the word of God and pass on faith 
from generation to generation.  
 
The key here is that the sharing of the 
word of God is the ministry of all,          
including neighbors, friends, family, 
and, on occasion, even strangers (In 
the Bible God uses strangers to bless 
people’s lives). The challenge for the 
church today is to honor all the bap-
tized for their call to share the faith 
and to equip all for this task. 
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God creates a covenant relationship with 
Noah, his sons and the descendants that 
follow them (Genesis 9:8-9). It is actually 
a covenant that God established between 
God “and all flesh that is on the 
earth” (Genesis 9:17). God’s covenant 
relates God to all flesh through God’s 
commitment to Noah and his family.  
 
Faith and life itself is formed by the power 
of God through these very personal and 
trusted relationships—at least the trust we 
can have in God (the message of Psalm 
25:2). Even Jesus’ life of obedience to the 
God of heaven and earth is presented in 
relational terms. Jesus is baptized by 
John. Biblical faith is relational; it con-
nects us with the prophets of the Old  
Testament (John the Baptist to Elijah, 
Malachi and others) and their message of 
repentance.���
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1. Respond to the question: “Who (what 
person) or what (personal experience) 
has influenced your life of faith?” Many 
answers are possible. Do not worry about 
giving the most important influence;              
simply name one. 
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2. After the group has responded    
discuss what those answers suggest 
about your experience of church in 
your lives. Is it broader than activities 
at a local congregation? If so, how? 
3. Sin is not simply an act; it is a life 
out of relationship with God. The call 
to repentance is a God-given invitation 
to enjoy a merciful and saving 
relationship with God anew each day. 
Open a newspaper and look for      
articles that give indications of how 
people’s values, faith, and character 
are being shaped today. How does 
our baptism shape our lives in the 
midst of all those things that drive us 
away from the love of God? 
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1. Biblical Texts: 1 Lent Bible texts: 
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-9 (Psalm 
25:1-10 NRSV); 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 
1:9-15; supplemental or alternative 
texts on the theme: John 1:29-51; 1 
Thessalonians 2:7b-12, 17; 3:10; 2 
John 9-13; 3 John 13-15. 
 
2. Prayer for the Week: 
Dear Lord, through Jesus Christ we 
have been given a new and restored 
relationship to you and all creation. 
Thank you from freeing us to new 
relationships with others to share your 
love and to care for the needs of all. 
Thank you for the people in our lives 
who have shared your grace with us. 
In your name we pray, Amen. 


