Service

In the Book of Acts Christians
shared their possessions with those
who were in need. In addition to giv-
ing offerings in worship, chose
some way to share what you own
with others.

Rituals and Traditions " #$%
A great Christian tradition is congre-
gational hymn singing. Take a mo-
ment with friends and/or family to
sing Christian hymns at home.

Read: pages 43-53; chapter 4,
“Principle 2—The Total Church
Frog: The Church is a Living
Partnership between Home and
Congregation”
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Sunday, March 8, 2009
2nd Sunday in Lent

Theme: The church is a living part-
nership between the ministry of the
home and the ministry of the
congregation.

The congregation is understood as
that network of relationships that
connects the local
L . .
c P - community of faith
IR with other local com-
-+ . munities as well as
o larger regional,
N national, and interna-
tional networks. The
language “home”
implies that network of relation-
ships that sustains us in our daily
life contacts.

It is not just the message of Lent
and Easter that needs to be heard,
but where and how that message
is conveyed is also of value. This
week’s theme lifts up our experi-
ence of church that takes us well
beyond congregational church
walls while at the same time
appreciating the gift of grace found
within those walls.
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God creates a covenant relationship with
Noah, his sons and the descendants that
follow them (Genesis 9:8-9). It is actually
a covenant that God established between
God “and all flesh that is on the

earth” (Genesis 9:17). God’s covenant
relates God to all flesh through God’s
commitment to Noah and his family.

Faith and life itself is formed by the power
of God through these very personal and
trusted relationships—at least the trust we
can have in God (the message of Psalm
25:2). Even Jesus’ life of obedience to the
God of heaven and earth is presented in
relational terms. Jesus is baptized by
John. Biblical faith is relational; it con-
nects us with the prophets of the Old
Testament (John the Baptist to Elijah,
Malachi and others) and their message of
repentance.

Caring Conversations

1. How does your congregation help
you and your loved ones live the faith
in a way that is filled with faith, hope,
and love?

2. How does your home life strengthen
your congregation’s witness to the lar-
ger world?

3. What dangers are present to the
Christian faith when Christians live
their faith without a larger commu-
nity like a congregation? Or when
Christians live their faith almost ex-
clusively through congregational
gatherings and program without
the routine investment of a small
group or family context that
nurtures the faith?

Devotional Texts and Prayer

1. Bible texts

2 Lent texts: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-
16; Psalm 22:22-30; Romans 4:13-
25; Mark 8:31-38; supplemental or
alternative texts on the theme: Acts
2:46-47; 5:41- 42; 20:20.

2. Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, we give you thanks for
the gift of faith that is renewed
daily through your gifts of congre-
gation, friends, and family.
Through the partnership between
the church in the congregation and
the church in the home, bless us
now with courage to go forth as
your children, blessed to be a
blessing. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.



