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Cleaning up the home is not a “chore” or a 
burden. It is a loving act of service that 
makes the home more hospitable for family 
and/or friends. Do a loving act of service 
by cleaning up a room or two. As long as 
you have gone that far, serve someone with 
an appetizer, desert, or meal. 
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Assess how often during the week you eat 
meals with family and/or friends around a 
table. Make a goal of adding another meal 
with others during the week.  For example, 
if it is two times, make a goal to eat with 
others around a table three times. It is no 
accident that Jesus gives us the Lord’s Sup-
per as a sacrament for the church. Gather-
ing with others to eat is holy ground and a 
valuable tradition. 
 
Read: pages 54-70; chapter 5, “Principle 
3—The Legs of the church Frog: Home is 
church, too!”  
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The home is church, too, where 
Christ is present in faith. 

Principle 3 
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Theme: The home is church, too, where 
Christ is present in faith. In our modern, 
twentieth century wisdom, we have for too 
long focused on the congregation and its 
leadership (especially the clergy) at the 
expense of the home with its intimate care 
of lives through friends and family. God-

parents, grandparents, 
mentors, friends, and par-
ents, can be given invalu-
able support by honoring 
their critical roles as 
guides for Christian  disci-
pleship.  
A primary setting for our 
daily lives is the home, 

space that is holy ground as in 
word and deed the grace of God is ex-
tended one to another. Let’s honor, cele-
brate, and equip our homes to be holy 
ground to people whose lives are daily in 
need of grace and whose lives of disciple-
ship are more often than not caught 
through examples rather than taught with 
words addressed in a formal setting. 
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First Corinthians 1:18-25 presents the the-
ology of the cross of Christ in precise lan-
guage. What appears to humans as desir-
able because of the human quest for power, 
riches, and wisdom is turned upside down.  

What humans consider greatness becomes, in 
the cross, foolishness and a stumbling block 
“for God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength” (verse 25). Paul presents a 
consuming vision, a reality that stands alone 
in God. It is the cross with all its apparent 
shame and failure that presents the glory of 
God, the wisdom of God, the strength of God. 
Such a message and life that goes with it will 
not be transmitted from generation to genera-
tion by passively accepting the theology of the 
cross or the “message about the cross” (verse 
18). God chooses to work through human re-
lationships to address our lives with God’s 
truth in ways that shape lives and not just con-
cepts. It is this God, revealed in Jesus from the 
cross, that is “the source of your life” (verse 
30). This truth is intended to be communi-
cated and lived in homes as well as in congre-
gational programs and activities. 
�
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1. Use FaithTalk® Cards (available from The 
Youth & Family Institute) with family and/or 
friends in a home and experience the holy 
ground of compassion, conversation, and   
attention to the stories of faith in people’s 
lives. 
2. Discuss with one another what room in 
one’s home is a special place to reflect 
upon God’s presence. 
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3. Discuss with one another how to make 
a chapel in the home, space that reminds 
guests and family members to “Be still 
and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). 
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1. Bible texts for  Lent 3: 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 
1:18-25; John 2:13-22. 
Recommended texts: Proverbs 6:20-22; 
Psalm 133; 1 Corinthians 16:15-20; Luke 
10:38-42. 
 
2. Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, you give us family and friends 
to care for us and to walk with us in faith, 
hope, and love. Help us to be aware of 
your presence and leading of our lives 
when we are home and when we are away 
from home, when we lie down and when 
we rise. Bless mothers, fathers, and other 
family and friends as together we pass on 
the faith to our children and children’s 
children. In the name of God who comes 
to us as Holy Parent, Holy Child, and 
Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
 
 


