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The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ and to trans-
form all people into fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to

Welcomepeople to faith;

Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;

Sendpeople intoserviceinto a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.
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“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind.... Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)
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“Go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Changing the
Bystander Effect
Making a difference with young adults

The “bystander effect” is something | recently experienced. Wikapeeh

fines it as “a psychological phenomenon in which someone is less likely to
intervene in an emergency situation when other people are presentend abl
to help than when he or she is alone.” As | was driving through downtown
Bethesda | observed a person trip and fall on a crowded noontime sidewalk.
Not one person seemed willing to assist or check on the condition of the
fallen man. It was an instance when people “became bystanders.”

I am wondering if the “bystander effect” might be impacting the church. Do
we want to “standby” as a whole generation disappears from the church?
Demographer George Barna has noted that across Christianity,dgte m
potent data regarding disengagement is that a majority of twerdysom
things—61% of today’s young adults—had been churched at one time dur-
ing their teen years but they are now spiritually disengaged (i.e., not ac-
tively attending church, reading the Bible, or praying).”

So where do we go—what are the next steps? The Wikipedia article on the
“bystander effect” made a awesome recommendation. “To counter the by-
stander effect when you are the victim, a studied recommendation is to pick
a specific person in the crowd to appeal to for help rather than appealing to
the larger group generally. If you are the only person reacting to an emer
gency, point directly to a specific bystander and give them speakc ta

such as, ‘You. Call for an ambulance.’ These steps place all respopnsibilit
on a specific person instead of allowing it to diffuse.”

(continued on page 6)
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WELCOME 10 CELC!

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

HoLYy COMMUNION INFORMATION

The sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion is offered at both worship ser-
vices, every Sunday morning. We
offer traditional wine and grape
juice. This is to honor our children
and those adults who would like a
grape juice alternative. Two crystal
chalices are used; the grape juice will appear white and
the communion wine will appear dark red. If you would
like more information about communion, please contact
Pastor Marv.

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat minis-
try, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak to
Lisa Bente or email her at carpedm28@juno.com.

THE TABLE MINISTRY

Why The Table and Neighborhood Lifé€ighborhood

Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining
social ties and lives stretched thin by... demanding work
hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules...

Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where spiri-
tual development and outreach happened right where you
live... by building genuine friendships with both CELC
and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a
natural part of your everyday life; by responding to the
needs of others... in your neighborhood and beyond.

Contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 301-
571-0050); Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flo-
hea@heartmindsoul.com); Larry Goolsby (301-946-
6479; goolsbycl@comcast.net).
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FAIR TRADE COFFEE

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee
provides the means for small
farmers to make enough money
to support themselves while us-
ing the premiums to improve
their standard of living.

Here’s what's available:

- pillow packets (pre-ground)
of Regular (Mind Body
Soul) and Decaf
(Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about
64 0z) of coffee ($2)

a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf cof-
fees ($7 for 12-0z pkg; $8 for
16-0z pkg

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@juno.com).

PRAYER MINISTRY

CELC's Prayer Room | is open for prayer from 8:15
am— noon on Sundays. Prayer Room Il is open for
prayer throughout the weeRrayer Ministry contacts
are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) and Laura
North (laura@heartmindsoul.com).
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Pathfinders is our

Sunday morning

adventure for kids

ages 3-11. We

gather at 10:15

upstairs for a time
of singing, sharing, and learning all
about Jesus’ love for us!

We begin anew this fall on Sun-
day, September 14.

Plan to join us on September 7,
12:30-2:30, for our annual Fall
Festival. We will have a moon
bounce and other games for chil-
dren of all ages and of course
prizes and food.

See you then!

Blessings,
Laura North

\ A AAAA AL A A A A A A
. 4
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: Direct your children onto the:
v right path, and when they arpv
v older, they will not leave it. v
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Attention Moms with children newborn to age 5: It's time to plan another
time of fun and fellowship! Thanks again to all of you who were able to
gather in the spring... it was a great time to begin building new relatfisishi

More information will be coming soon. If you have any ideas or would like to
help plan the next event, please contact Laura North at 301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com.
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To describe a relationship with God in child-friendly language, thecelset-
ter word than “friend.” Children are familiar and comfortable vt con-
cept. They're starting to form their own friendships and know how it feels
have a be a friend. Try this approach for sharing the messagesiinsisieur
forever friend:

Talk to children about their friends. Have kids talk about their frienmeial
traits. Ask why they like to play with each person and why their frierals a
important to them.

Brainstorm the qualities of good friends. Ask children what good friends do
and how they act. Discuss what makes someone your best friend. Ask older
children what they’re willing—and unwilling—to do for their friends.

Share the good news that Jesus is the perfect friend. Children leayn prett
early that friends can let them down. Remind your kids that God'’s son, Jesus,
loves them so much that he dies for them. He’ll never leave or disappoint
them. No matter who your children befriend on earth, Jesus will always be
their best friend.

—Excerpted from The Parent Link (theparentlink.cdR®printed from Children’s Ministry magazine.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus...

(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Ch

rist Jesus...)

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)

Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (ser
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (wors

vice)
hip)

... Developing families of faith
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Hello CELC partners,

Guiding Star has finally been
granted its full capacity permanent
license! It was quite an ordeal that
certainly sharpened my skills in
diligence, patience, and grace.

I’'m looking forward to welcoming

our preschool teachers on board . . .

finally! We have been blessed that
they were in a position to wait for

us (hired back in October). They are
excited to get their programs up and

going. | also can’'t wait to have 3-
and 4-year-olds make good use of

our classrooms and playground. Our

Wilson lane location is well on its
way to operating at full capacity.
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Speaking of locations—our expan-
sion to the Luther Hall space at
CELC is coming along well. | was
over at Luther Hall with Barry re-
cently going over facility items.
This space will be transformed into
a beautiful well-equipped child care
center of its own in a few weeks
time.

Families have begun making pay-
ments, and inquiries remain con-

tinuous. The staff hired so far are
looking forward to working in their
new classrooms.

For CELC, I'm pleased to be a part
of a new beginning in their continu-
ing mission of offering quality
Christian childcare.
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We will be having a fall open house
on July 31st and August 1st be-
tween 5 and 7 pm at our Wilson
Lane location. You and anyone you
know that is seeking childcare are
welcome to stop by and see what
Guiding Star has to offer!

Blessings,
Sylvia
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(continued from page 1)

Steve North, church council president, and | have
started a conversation with some our young adults. It is
time to engage in moving forward with young adult
ministry. CELC doesn'’t intend to be “bystanders” any
longer.

The number one thing about supporting a young adult
ministry is to make it a known priority in the church.
Then gather young adults and talk with them about
their vision for ministry. As already stated the conver-
sation has begun and will continue. Young adult minis-
try is first and foremost about relationship building, and
secondarily about “program.” What that means is that
any programs that are developed should be after young
adults have gathered to talk about how they might want
to participate in the life of the congregation.

Where to Find Young Adults?

1. We look in our congregation, first. We are connect-
ing with the young adults in our congregation. A
conversation has started. Young adults attract other
young adults!

2. We need to look in our community. Coffee shops,
restaurants, bars, book stores, sporting or recrea-
tional events are places to make connections. Cam-
puses (community colleges, university settings).
Young adults are EVERYWHERE in these places!

3. As an active participant in the congregation do you
know young adults? Could our young adult group
invite them to a meal or conversation? Would they
bring any friends?

Seven Characteristics of a Successful Young Adult
Ministry

According to Rodger Nishioka, Associate Professor of
Christian Education at Columbia Presbyterian Semi-
nary in Atlanta, Georgia, congregations doing signifi-
cant young adult ministry exhibit 7 characteristics:

1. The church invites responsibility, gives it and
shares power with young adults.

2. The congregation focuses on a faith that delivers
relevance over and over, Sunday after Sunday. It
makes central the questions, "What does this text
have to do with me?"

3. The congregation creates meaningful opportunities
for belonging through specific groups for just
young adults, labeled for the age group.

4. The church is linked to the larger community in
tangible ways.

5. The congregation is sensitive to outsiders and
avoids coded language and interprets its codes
when used, not assuming newcomers know the
meaning of liturgical terms, for example.

6. The congregation provides imagery for practicing
faith and ways to live, images of a positive self, of
what "cannot be allowed" (what harms people and
creation) and images that evoke wonder, mystery
and awe.

7. The church worships with passion and excitement
and delivers compelling, even costly messages of
Jesus Christ.

We invite your prayers, ideas, and response. | will keep
you informed on next steps.

Pastor Marv
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Small Groups are spiritual communities where people sharetibeights, feelings, struggles, and joys,
while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grovirusting relationships, and par-
ticipants agree what is shared will remain confidential and difée® of opinions are respected. Small
Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs throeddovenand Word of God,
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles™—A dy-
namic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experi-
ence the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiri-
tual, nurturing, and supportive fel-
lowship. Sundays, 10:15
am in The Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)

“Head-to-Heart (FINK)" —

Anyone from 11 to 111. Biblical/
interactive teaching with brain-
based teaching and changes to the
heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the
Sanctuary. Contact Steve North
(steve@sycamore.us; 301-871-
8161)

“Questions of Life”—A course on
Christianity for new, returning, and
mature believers, with prayer, a
DVD/workbook, discussion, fel-
lowship and a meal. Contact Flor-
ence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

“Women’s Recovery Group™—A
12-step, Christian recovery minis-
try based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fel-
lowship and God'’s healing

power to help heal hurts

and overcome personal

defects and replace them

with life’s abundance.

Sunday nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The
Upper Room. Contact: Florence
Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul;
301-452-2491)

“The Table Ministry"—1st Cen-
tury table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day ba-
sis, and respond to the needs of
others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“Men’s Master Builders” meets

for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month in the Hos-
pitality Room. Contact Steve Peth
(sptopeka@earthlink.net; 301-564-
1232) or Tim Bradley (301-977-
0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)

“Young Adults”

meet for

dinner, prayer,

fellowship, Bible

study, fun, laugh-
ter, Rob Bell DVDs. Contact Rich-
ard Czypinski (richard@ heart-
mindsoul.com or Lisa Stechschulte
(lisasteck@gmail.com)

“THRIVE” for women seeking in-
depth Bible study, meets Septem-
ber-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)

“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary Merrick
(301-571-7212)

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
7:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month. Contact: Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

Prayer Room | is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room Il is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@
cs.com) or Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:

You will understand the Bible better in a small group.

You will begin to really feel like part of God'’s family.

Prayer will become more meaningful to you.

You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and

work associates.

You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun
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As summer begins to come to a close, | pray you, your
family, and neighbors have experienced the “fruit of
the Spirit ...love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

As we prepare for the CELC's Fall Festival on Sunday,
September 7, 2008, | ask for everyone to pray for
CELC’s 2008-2009 Christian Education and Small
Group Ministry. Pray for facilitators, teachers, leaders
for them to pray, meditate, grow, and minister with Ga-
latians 5:22-23..." But the fruit of the Spii# love,

joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no
law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the SpiriLet us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one an-
other.”

During 2008-2009, | will be writing about each fruit of
the Spirit, starting with “Love.” In a time when our cul-
ture seems bent on encouraging a self-centered “I-me-
mine” attitude, it is so important for people to pray for
the development of a “love attitude” for other people.
As a grandmother, | can think of hundreds of way to
teach our grandchildren to love, but more importantly,
for each of us to pray they will “grow to love” as their
compassion and understanding of others expands. Only
God can help them to achieve this deeply needed char-
acteristic. Paul, the apostle, said “Love is patient, love
is kind... It always protects, always trust, always
hopes, always perseveres. Love
never fails.” (1 Corinthians 13:4,
7-8). Let’s pray our families,
children, and grandchildren will
personally, learn, experience,
and demonstrate this kind of
love.

Father, we love because God first
loved us. You are the epitome of
love. As the Creator, You placed
the “love capacity” in our hearts
with which to love. In turn, please
help our children and grandchil-
dren to know and express that kind
of pure love.

Author, spiritual leader, and teacher, Corrie ten Boom
writes in her book “Each New Day”, for July 17 medi-
tation, “The greatest thing one person can do for an-
other is to pray for him. Prayer wins victories, any
other service we perform is simply reaping the results
of prayer. ‘Pray at all times in the Spjnitith all prayer
supplication.” (Ephesians 6:18). Father, we can person-
ally reach so few people, but through prayer You have
allowed us to help even those whom we will never see
here on earth. Thank You for this important means of
accomplishing Your work.

I close this message with another of Corrie’s delightful,
daily, prayer meditations, “A mother saw her little boy
sitting in a corner of the room, saying, ‘ABCDEFG'.
‘What are you doing?’ she asked. ‘Mom, you told me |
should pray, but | have never prayed in my life and |
don’t know how. So | gave God the whole alphabet and
asked Him to make a good prayer out of it.” That boy
understood a little bit of what Paul says in Romans
8:26..that the Holy Spirit Himselfelps us to pray. Yes,
He prays in us.

...we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for
words.” (Romans 8:26)

Lord, what a joy that you do the job and together with
You, we are able to pray and to live for Your honor.”

Florence Heacock
Small Groups Minister
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At Pastor Marv's 28 Anniversary
Celebration, Sue Kirk, from Be-
thesda Cares, commented on how
the backpacks for the homeless
gave s sense of dignity to the indi-
viduals who left CELC on past
Thanksgiving Days with brand
new backpacks on their backs. In-
herently there is hothing wrong
with used items, but there is noth-
ing nicer than new when new is a
rare occasion.

So now it is time to start gearing
up for this Ministry once again.
Thanksgiving 2008 will be here
before we know it. Below find arti-
cles we will be collecting for the
homeless. You may contact Sanna
Solem (301-571-0050) or Florence
Heacock (301-452-2491) for more
information.

Men—50 backpacks—white socks,
gloves, hats, t shirts, sweatshirts,
toothbrushes/paste

Women—15 backpacks—white
socks, hats, gloves, scarves,

toothbrushes/paste, feminine prod-
ucts

Children—10 backpacks—socks,
hats, gloves, scarves, crayons, pa-
per, color/writing books

For all—towels and washcloths

Please contribute only these items
listed above.

Goal—a Bible in each pack!

If you find good buys, let me know
so that | can tell others.
(sannasolem@gmail.com)

This summer when there are sales
galore, is a perfect time to shop for
these items. Shop with a loving
spirit in your heart and experience
the joy of giving.

“I threw my cup away when | saw

a child drinking from his hands at
the trough.”"—Diogenes

; )

“Those who want the fewest things
are nearest to the gods."—Socrates

“You lack one thing; go sell what
you have, and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure | heaven;
and come follow me."—Mark

10:21

We welcome you all to join us on the first and third Saturdays of the month,laearwdrom each other through review-
ing the Bible text of the day. Morning discussion ranges from sports, worldsggedtrecent highlights in personal
lives to finding the understanding and guidance for all these mattersBibledessons of the day.

Recently, we explored lessons in 2nd Corinthians relating to dealing witimderoa us as persons and on our time,
sharing the load of our responsibilities and how to practice equalityiafygif our talents and resources. Looking ahead
we will find insights in 2d Corinthians and Philippians about setting liamiteurselves and tasks, finding peace of mind
amidst daily stress and heeding the call with a Jesus attitude whenever awvdrhibat call comes to each of us.

We welcome all men to our “friends in fellowship”. Remember the times: aegias August 2 and 16, and regularly
first and third Saturday of the month at 9:00 am at church. For more infompdgiase contact Ray Albright at e-mail
ri.albright2@verizon.net, tel. 301-656-5695 or Richard Czypinski at Richard@lmedstral.com, tel. 240-505-9505.
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= Why sit around inside on a beau-
- tiful day when you could be =
= serving the needy the food that
= will give them another day to

. Iive’?

. Jom us every third Saturday. We
" carpool to DC and help serve the
" needy and the homeless through
. Martha s Table. We serve sand
. W|ches soups, desserts (the|r "
-favorlte) and drinks. The food ¢s
= already prepared by the volun-
= teers at Martha’s Table. All you
= need to do is show up and shate
:your love while serving food. :

. Please prayerfully consider cor'.'n
. m|tt|ng three hours of your tlmd
= in the upcoming months. We =
- carpool from Christ Lutheran, =
= leaving the church no later than
= 4:00 pm and returning sometlme
:around 7:00 pm. We meet in tf:e
= small parking lot off of Glen-
= brook Road, on the side of the:
= church building. .
: Please sign up on the Service :
. Opportunltles bulletin board in =
* the narthex or speak with Jill 0|i

= Steve North.

Our prayer list...

- )

Nate Kenney; Lyla Tollefson; Oscar Line;
Juan, Meghan, and Julia Mendez; John Sack-
ett; Manglika Pereira; Jonathan England; An-
gelica & Luis Rodgriguez; Lilly and Paul Dy-
mond; Daniel Smith; Melissa Day; Sanna
Solem; Joe Naughton; Joan Williams; Bridget
and Michael Rybacki; Frederick Washington;
Cynthia Hawkins; Henry Davis; Danny
Strunk; Megan Condon; Niina Tang; Chris-
tine Weeks; Gail Gerhart; Grace Bowden,;
Ann Richardson; Diana; Dr. Matthew and
Nancy Sleeth; Ruby Yoshioka; Robert Cor-
bey; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; Robert and
Noah Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guate
mala; the children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and their families and caregivers; tkud-
buso Women and Orphans Project

(

Thrivent for Lutherans Annual Help the Homeless Benefit Concert iFeatu
ing "Lost and Found."

October 4, 2008, 6:00 pm
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, Rockville, MD
Tickets: $20.00

For more information: 240-314-8690

DIRECTIONS

F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre is located in the Rockville Civeat€r Mansion
Park at 603 Edmonton Drive. Call 240-314-5004 for more specific direc-
tions to the theater.

Schedule of Events:

5:30-6:45 Silent Auction and Reception

7:00-9:00 Concert

9:00-10:00 Desserts and Announcement of Silent Auction Winners

Lost and Found website hitp://speedwood.com/
Video of the Lutheran Songitp://youtube.com/watch?v=102kvQ1dWoY
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Women'’s Thrive
9:00-10:30
. Men’s Master
Please see page 9 of this newsletter Builders
or the Sunday morning bulletin for small group ministry 9:00-10:30
opportunities available throughout the week!
3 4 ) 6 7 38 9
Worship: Praise Band
9:15 6:30 pm
Contemporary
10:15
Christian Ed
11:15
Traditional
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:15 & 11:15 Rachel Circle Praise Band Women
Worship 7:30 pm 6:30 pm 9:00-10:30
Men
10'15 9:00-10:30
Christian Ed
Martha’s Table
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:15 & 11:15 Martha Circle Praise Band
Worship 10:00 am 6:30 pm
10:-15 Connection
Christian Ed Deadline 5 pm
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:15 & 11:15 Praise Band
Worship 6:30 pm
10:15

Christian Ed




9:15am  Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

10:15 am Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)

11:15 am Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary
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To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.

Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the exciting
ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran! Questions? Please
Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email laura@heartmindsoul.com

Submissions for the September issue of The Connection are due
5:00 pm onWednesday, August 20Please email them to
laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in Laura’s office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith commmty?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our we&-newsletter.




